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in Wayzata, Minnesota, as the
Ramstad Post Office”’.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 772

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JIM RAMSTAD POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 229
Minnetonka Avenue South in Wayzata, Min-
nesota, shall be known and designated as the
“Jim Ramstad Post Office’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Jim Ramstad Post Of-
fice”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. MFUME) and the gentle-
woman from South Carolina (Ms.
MACE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to join
my colleagues in consideration of H.R.
772 to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
229 Minnetonka Avenue South in
Wayzata, Minnesota, and I hope I am
pronouncing that correctly, as the Jim
Ramstad Post Office.

Jim Ramstad was born in James-
town, North Dakota, on May 6, 1946. He
was a graduate of the University of
Minnesota and the George Washington
University Law School, as well as a
member of the Army Reserve from 1968
until 1974.

Jim became a State senator in 1981.
There, he began shaping his personal
and political life around the principles
of recovery, honesty, resilience, trans-
parency, and accountability.

Jim Ramstad would then go on to
serve in the Minnesota State Senate
for 10 years before ultimately becom-
ing a Member of this body, the United
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting Minnesota’s Third District.

In the Congress, he was a consensus
builder, championing the bipartisan
policies needed to reduce discrimina-
tion against those suffering from men-
tal health and addiction problems.

His signature legislation, the Paul
Wellstone Mental Health Treatment
Act, was enacted in 2008 just before
Jim retired from Congress. After retir-
ing, he served as a fellow at Harvard
University and as an adviser to Min-
nesota’s Hazelden treatment center.

Representative Ramstad lived the
final 39 years of his life in absolute and
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complete sobriety. His story is the
story of recovery, impacted in a way
that many of us will not understand,
but impacting the lives of Minnesotans
and Americans. He died November 5,
2020, after battling Parkinson’s disease
for some time.

Naming a post office for Jim
Ramstad is an entirely appropriate
measure, given his distinguished polit-
ical career and contributions to his
State and to his country.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. MACE. 1 yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 772, a bill that would name a Min-
nesota post office after Jim Ramstad.

From 1968 to 1974, Jim Ramstad
served as a member of the Army Re-
serve. In 1981, he was elected to the
Minnesota State Senate, where he
would go on to serve for 10 years. He
was then elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives, where he represented
Minnesota’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict.

During his time in Congress, he
strove to reduce discrimination against
those suffering from mental health and
addiction problems. He retired from
Congress in 2009 and went on to serve
as a fellow at Harvard University and
as an adviser to Minnesota’s Hazelden
treatment center.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill honoring an inspiring American
leader that proves that everyone de-
serves a second chance.

Madam Speaker, I have no further
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
distinguished gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. PHILLIPS).

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of my bill, H.R.
772, to designate the post office in
Wayzata, Minnesota, on the shores of
Lake Minnetonka as the Jim Ramstad
Post Office.

Congressman Ramstad spent 10 years
representing the 45th District in the
Minnesota Legislature and 18 years
representing Minnesota’s Third Dis-
trict in this Chamber. As the current
Representative for Minnesota’s Third, I
am humbled to have followed in the
footsteps of such a gentleman, public
servant, and statesman.

Throughout his life in public service
and throughout his entire life, Jim led
with principle, with compassion, and
with grace. His battle with and recov-
ery from alcoholism gave voice to mil-
lions of Americans facing the very
same challenge and illuminated every
aspect of his life and his service.

From the statehouse to this House,
Jim embodied the spirit of honesty, re-
silience, transparency, and account-
ability. He was a noted consensus seek-
er and a champion of bipartisan poli-
cies to reduce discrimination against
those suffering from mental health
challenges and addiction. His signature
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legislation, the Paul Wellstone Mental
Health Treatment Act, was enacted in
2008 just before his retirement from
Congress.
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Congressman Ramstad will go on to
continue his service as a fellow at Har-
vard University, and as adviser to Min-
nesota’s Hazelden treatment center. He
lived the final 39 years of his life in so-
briety.

Congressman Ramstad passed away
on November 5, 2020, after a battle with
Parkinson’s disease.

Naming a post office in Wayzata is a
small gesture to commemorate the
passing of a giant of Minnesota poli-
tics. But as former Minnesota State
Senator and Jim’s former district di-
rector, Paul Anderson, told me: “Jim
loved Wayzata, and Wayzata always
loved Jim back.”

So I send my love to Jim’s wife,
Kathryn, and to all of his family and
friends and colleagues who continue to
mourn his loss.

May his memory be for a blessing.
May his spirit and legacy of bipartisan-
ship—and I note that Jim was a Repub-
lican and I am a Democrat—inspire
this Congress. May his name grace the
post office in the town he loved and the
town that loved him back for genera-
tions to come.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. PHILLIPS) for his leadership on
this effort, for his leadership in the
House, and for reminding me, espe-
cially, that the post office will reside
in Wayzata, appropriately.

Madam Speaker, I have no further
speakers on this side. I urge passage of
this legislation, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
MrUME) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 772.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

JOSE HERNANDEZ POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 813) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1050 Sunset Road Southwest in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, as the ‘‘Jose
Hernandez Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 813

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JOSE HERNANDEZ POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 1050



H556

Sunset Road Southwest in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“‘Jose Hernandez Post Office Building’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Jose Hernandez Post
Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. MFUME) and the gentle-
woman from South Carolina (Ms.
MACE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous material on
this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to join
my colleagues in consideration of H.R.
813, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service at 1050
Sunset Road Southwest in Albu-
querque, New Mexico, as the Jose Her-
nandez Post Office Building.

Jose Hernandez was born in 1971, in
Arizona. He enlisted in the Army after
graduating from Arizona State Univer-
sity and was stationed in Germany. In
2003, he deployed to Iraq for 1 year.
When he was discharged from the
Army, Mr. Hernandez moved to New
Mexico with his wife and continued his
career in public service at the U.S.
Postal Service.

New Mexicans on his mail route re-
member the days when they were in a
rush and Mr. Hernandez would quickly
go through his mailbag just to get
them their mail before they had to
rush on their way. And they remem-
bered the slower days when he would
join them for a short chat or simply sit
for a moment to enjoy the weather.

In April of 2019, letter carrier Jose
Hernandez was tragically killed while
protecting a mother in an argument
with her son. Mr. Hernandez intervened
to try to peacefully end the dispute,
but was, instead, shot and killed by the
young man.

Mailboxes along his former route
quickly became memorials, while his
colleagues made their own memorial at
his former post office.

So naming a post office after this dis-
tinguished public servant, who gave his
life in the line of duty trying to protect
an innocent woman, I think is the very
least that this body can do.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 813, a bill that would name an Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, post office
after Jose Hernandez.
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Mr. Hernandez enlisted in the Army
after graduating from Arizona State
University and was then stationed in
Germany and deployed to Iraq in 2003.

After his discharge from the Army,
Jose Hernandez moved to New Mexico
and began working at the U.S. Postal
Service as a civil engineer and letter
carrier.

In 2009, he was tragically killed while
protecting a mother in a domestic dis-
pute. He intervened to try to peace-
fully end the fight, but was shot by the
woman’s son. His hometown mourns
this tragic loss.

I urge my colleagues today to sup-
port this legislation honoring a true
American hero.

Madam Speaker, I have no further
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
distinguished gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. HAALAND).

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Maryland
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor Jose Hernandez, a beloved letter
carrier and local hero who was Kkilled
on the job in 2019, while trying to re-
solve an argument along his route.

Residents who live along his route re-
member Jose as the type of letter car-
rier who would go above and beyond
the call of duty. His shocking death
was devastating for our community,
and more than a year later, we con-
tinue to mourn the loss.

To honor his legacy, I introduced a
bill to rename his old workplace in his
honor.

Jose Hernandez has served proudly in
the Army. He has four beautiful chil-
dren and a loving wife, Nikki. He
served the Albuquerque area U.S. Post-
al Service for 12 years.

Our letter carriers and postal work-
ers shouldn’t have to worry about their
safety when they go to work. Those
who will see Jose’s name on the Five
Points Post Office will remember him
as the hero that he was who went above
and beyond his duty.

For these reasons and many more, I
am thankful first for the entire New
Mexico delegation for their support,
and for Chairwoman MALONEY’s and
Chairman RASKIN’s swift work to move
my bill that will name the post office
at 1050 Sunset Road Southwest in Albu-
querque to the floor, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 813 hon-
oring Mr. Hernandez.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this side. I
thank the gentlewoman from New Mex-
ico for being here as the Secretary-Des-
ignate of the Interior Department. This
is a confirmation day. So to be at both
places at the same time is very impor-
tant, and I think it underscores her
real heartfelt appreciation with respect
to this legislation and its passage.

Having said that, I urge passage of
H.R. 813, and I yield back the balance
of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
MFUME) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 813.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

COLONEL CARLYLE “SMITTY”
HARRIS POST OFFICE

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 208) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 500 West Main Street, Suite
102 in Tupelo, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Colo-
nel Carlyle ‘Smitty’ Harris Post Of-
fice”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 208

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COLONEL CARLYLE “SMITTY” HARRIS
POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 500
West Main Street, Suite 102 in Tupelo, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“Colonel Carlyle ‘Smitty’ Harris Post Of-
fice”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Colonel Carlyle
‘Smitty’ Harris Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. MFUME) and the gentle-
woman from South Carolina (Ms.
MACE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous material on
this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to join
my colleagues in consideration of H.R.
208, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
500 West Main Street, Suite 102 in
Tupelo, Mississippi, as the Colonel
Carlyle “Smitty’’ Harris Post Office.

Smitty Harris entered the Air Force
on January 2, 1951, and served through
the rank of sergeant before being com-
missioned. He retired from the Air
Force in 1979 as a colonel.

In his career, he flew fighter aircraft
and was an instructor and operations
officer and a faculty member at the Air
War College.
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